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The purpose of the Parent Involvement Project for USD 445 is to close the gap between the community and the school.  How?  Getting parents more involved with the school. Teachers and student by making their presence felt, seen and known.  We want our parents to feel welcomed in the building and appreciated for the valuable part they play in our students’ success.

During Parent-Teacher conferences, in October, literature was given to every parent that entered the building.  A parent’s brochure guide included the following pieces of literature.  KPIRC No Child Left Behind explanation in English and Spanish, 12 Tips for Parents to “get involved”, Questions for Parents to Ask During Conferences, Ways to Motivate Your Middle School Reader, a Family Guide to a Multi-tier System of Support along with Tips and Tools for Helping Your Child with Homework in Every Subject.  Each pamphlet included the KPIRC web site, phone number and address.  Parents were also able to sign up for the parent portal, which gives them access to their student’s attendance, grades and behavior records without waiting for a progress report to come home or a phone call from the teacher.  It also gives parents access to the district and school calendar of events for the month.  At the end of October, Parent Involvement sponsored a Fall Fest for the community to come play games and celebrate fall together.  Teachers, staff and the Community College Dance Team volunteered to help during the fest.

A parent involvement meeting was scheduled for November, but due to a scheduling conflict, turnout was not great.  Therefore, the coordinator of the project attended the CES Title 1 Parent Meeting, the Jr. High and High School SITE Council meetings and the P.T.O. meeting to give information concerning Parent Involvement and to get ideas from parents concerning Parent Involvement.  A short survey was given to parents to fill out to help answer questions related to parent knowledge related to district programs.

A parent resource center in not set up per say in our schools as of yet, but each building has a designated area dedicated solely to “giving information” about academics, athletics and any other important activities going on.  The elementary school now has magnetic boards that direct parents to their students hall/classroom and will soon have other directional pieces of information to help visitors when they enter our building. 

With this being our 1st year, getting parents involved has been a task but getting better.  The parents at USD 445 want to be involved, understanding the “how to” and “who to” contact has just begun to become clear.  As the year goes on, more and more teachers and parents will “get involved,” meetings will continue to be a success, academics will continue to improve and we will have closed the gap between the community and the school.

In the coming months of Parent Involvement Meetings, the goal is to have parents presented with a scope and sequence of their child’s academic school year, along with what is expected in their up and coming year.  This will help parents better understand what is academically expected of their child during the school year.
